
Bullying	Identification

Report	of	bullying	is	
made

Determine	if	the	behavior	was	a	crime	
under	federal	or	state	law,	or	behavioral	
infraction,	or	bullying

Crime	Under	Federal	or	State	Law	
Some	student	behaviors	may	qualify	as	criminal	acts	or	
trigger	child	abuse	reporting	requirements	under	Florida	law.

Behavioral	Infraction	
Behavioral	that	violate	the	Student	Code	of	
Conduct	but	do	not	meet	the	criteria	of	
bullying

Proceed	with	standard	disciplinary	
guidelines

Bullying		
Must	fit	all	the	elements	of	the	following	
definition:	
1. Unprovoked,	unwanted,	aggressive	

behavior	
2. Observed	or	perceived	power	imbalance	
3. Repetition	of	behaviors	or	high	likelihood	

of	repetition

Proceed	with	bullying	guidelines

Crime:	
i.e.	destruction	of	property;	physical	injury;	
certain	threats	of	criminal	acts;	theft;	acts	that	
could	result	in	physical	injury;	sending	or	
posting	nude	or	semi-nude	photos	of	minors;	
non-consensual	sexual	contact;	any	threating	or	
sexual	communications	by	non-student	adults

Abuse:	
i.e.	sexual	contact	depending	on	
ages	involved,	sexual	requests	
depending	on	ages	involved,	
school	staff	or	volunteers	as	
offenders

Contact	Office	of	Catholic	Schools	
to	Handle	All	Possible	Law	
Enforcement	Reports	and	

Investigations

Contact	Florida	Abuse	Hotline	
(DCF)	1-800-96-ABUSE

Always	contact	the	Office	of	Catholic	Schools

The	Goal	of	Discipline	in	Our	Catholic	Schools:	
CCC	1702	"The	divine	image	is	present	in	every	man.	It	shines	forth	in	the	
communion	of	persons,	in	the	likeness	of	the	union	of	
the	divine	persons	among	themselves"	In	our	Catholic	Schools,	we	know	that	
all	of	our	students	are	created	in	the	image	and	likeness	of	God.	All	of	our	
students,	no	matter	their	background,	race,	religion,	or	identity,	are	created	in	
this	divine	image	and	deserve	to	be	treated	with	dignity	and	respect.	CCC	1708	
"By	his	Passion,	Christ	delivered	us	from	Satan	and	from	sin.	He	merited	for	us	
the	new	life	in	the	Holy	Spirit.	His	grace	restores	what	sin	had	damaged	in	us."	
We	believe	that	all	have	fallen	short	of	the	glory	of	God.	In	that	belief	the	goal	
of	all	discipline	is	pastoral	in	nature,	leading	students	as	Christ,	the	perfect	
shepherd	leads	and	protects	his	flock.


